
regon 
Kate Brown, Governor 

July 12, 2018 

CERTIFIED MAIL: 7016 3010 0000 6028 7173 

Grimm's Fuel Co. 
Jeffrey D. Grimm, Registered Agent 
18850 S.W. Cipole Road 
Tualatin OR 97062 

Re: Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order 
Case No. LQ/SW-NWR-2018-057 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Office of Compliance and Enforcement 

700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600 

Portland, OR 97232-4100 

(503) 229-5696

FAX (503) 229-5100 

This letter is to inform you that DEQ has issued you a civil penalty of $10,800 for failing to 
comply with your Solid Waste Disposal Site Permit for your composting facility located at 
18850 S.W. Cipole Road in Tualatin. Your Pennit requires you to sample each of your active 
compost cells in at least three locations each month and analyze the samples for oxygen, 
temperature, and moisture content. From August 2016 through February 2018, you failed to 
sample your active compost cells and analyze the samples for each of the parameters on multiple 
occasions. In addition, you are limited to turning the cells when wind conditions move odors to 
the west of the facility. In the first week of February 2018, you chose to turn the compost cells 

· during a sunny, stagnant weather pattern, resulting in multiple odor complaints.

During an inspection in February 2018, DEQ observed that your leachate collection vault was
designed to overflow into the stormwater collection system which discharges to the Tualatin
River. All leachate must be collected such that it is not discharged into surface waters. DEQ
appreciates that you have taken measures to ensure that leachate is not discharged with stormwater
by capping the overflow pipe. DEQ considered these measures in the penalty assessment.

At the time ofDEQ's inspection in February, your compost cells were approximately 70 feet in
height. Oregon Fire Code limits the height of compost or yard debris cells to less than 25 feet.
Included in Section IV of the attached Notice of Civil Penalty Assessment and Order is an order
requiring you to reduce the height of your compost cells to 40 feet by December 31, 2018 and to.
ultimately meet the requirements in Oregon Fire Code by May 1, 2019.

If you wish to appeal this matter, DEQ must receive a request for a hearing within 20 calendar
days from your receipt of this letter. The hearing request must be in writing. Send your request to
DEQ Office of Compliance and Enforcement:

Via mail - 700 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600, Portland, Oregon 97232 
Via email- DEQappeals@deq.state.or.us 
Via fax- 503-229-5100 






















