
 
 
August 26, 2026 
 
Hillsboro City Council 
Civic Center, 5th Floor 
150 E Main Street 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 
 
RE: Additional comments in support of the appeal of land use application DR-044-25 
 
Mayor Pace, Council President Harris, and members of Hillsboro City Council, 
 
I reach out to you once again on behalf of Tualatin Riverkeepers (TRK) and our thousands of 
members and supporters. I’m writing to submit additional evidence in support of the appeal of 
land use application DR-044-25 (“Sky Harbour”). We continue to request that the Council reverse 
the Planning Commission’s approval decision, and submit additional concerns with respect to 
anti-icing chemicals that will undoubtedly be used with the addition of ultra-long range private jets 
as part of Sky Harbour’s proposal. 
 
Unlike small unpressurized piston propeller planes that stay at lower altitudes, these long range 
jets, such as the Bombardier Global 7500, have a service ceiling of 51,000 feet, 10,000 feet higher 
than the Boeing 737 Max ceiling of 41,000 feet. These private jets fly into the stratosphere where 
air temperatures are extremely cold, often below -60 degrees fahrenheit. These jets commonly 
encounter icing conditions during climb and descent. Immediately prior to departure into 
inclement weather, private jets are sprayed with deicing and anti-icing compounds - similar to 
automotive anti-freeze - that contain propylene glycol or ethylene glycol mixed with water. These 
chemicals are toxic to both humans and wildlife.  
 
In a 2007 FAA Advisory Circular included in the Sky Harbour Land Use application (Packet page 
3130), the FAA references that “on-airport storm water management facilities allow the quick 
removal of surface water, including discharges related to aircraft deicing, from impervious surfaces, 
such as pavement and terminal/hangar building roofs.” In some instances, a glycol recovery vehicle 
is used to vacuum the glycol and slush off the ground in the deicing area. Has the city determined 
whether Sky Harbour is planning to use a glycol recovery vehicle? Do they have a dedicated 
deicing/ anti-icing area on the proposed site?  
 
The land-use application, as far as we can determine, does not address anti-icing or de-icing 
systems, yet they will undoubtedly be necessary to handle aircraft of the proposed size. We have  
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serious concerns, and we hope that the City shares and addresses these concerns, about the 
potential for anti-icing and deicing fluid runoff to drain directly into the nearby Dawson Creek and 
the Tualatin River. The environmental impacts related to humans and wildlife related to the release 
of these compounds needs to be addressed.  
 
As we stated in our letter prior to the appeal hearing, the negative impacts of this development 
have not been fully evaluated, minimized, or mitigated as required by the Hillsboro Community 
Development Code. This is becoming increasingly evident the more we review the application and 
its potential impacts.  
 
Tualatin Riverkeepers respectfully submits this additional evidence, and we ask that DR-044-25 be 
denied. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 

 
Glenn Fee, Executive Director 
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